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Events

We’ve got some exciting plans for a 
special event at the prestigious  
Old Warden aerodrome in 
Bedfordshire. The Shuttleworth 
Collection has invited the LAA to 
work with them to theme their July 

20 Evening Airshow as a ‘Flying for Fun’ event. We will 
have a number of LAA permit aircraft flying in the 
display, which runs from 6pm till just before sunset. 

We have a special relationship with Shuttleworth; 
many of the Collection’s aircraft, including their unique 
100-plus-year-old ‘Edwardian’ fleet, operate on our 
Permits to Fly. They are therefore inviting LAA members 
to attend either by road or by air, with specially 
discounted ticket prices 

LAA aircraft ‘uncovered’
We have also been invited to provide a static display of 
aircraft and owners to form part of an ‘Aircraft Uncovered’ 
event from 1300 as visitors arrive. We’ve contacted a 
number of members who will field a selection of aircraft 
representing our fleet, each owner being available to chat 
about their pride and joy in the unique Shuttleworth 
pre-show ‘meet the pilots’ show and tell. Other LAA onsite 
activities through the Saturday afternoon will include the 
LAA-supported Young People’s Aviation Art area and 
LAA YES activities, including the ever-popular pedal 
planes, as well as the Collection’s hangars being open to 
all visitors. 

If you’ve never been to a Shuttleworth evening air 
show, it’s a must. A unique curving display line allows the 
aircraft to be displayed at their best angles against the 
rural Bedfordshire setting and there will be both the 
Collection’s own aircraft and visiting LAA aircraft, both 
ancient and modern. 

The planned flying display will include plenty of LAA 
types as well as some unusual sights, including the 
Edgeley Optica, Calidus gyroplane, an electrically 
powered E-paramotor, as well as the Shuttleworth Spitfire 
and Sea Hurricane, DH88 Comet and Mew Gull racers. 
But what really sets the Evening Airshows apart are when, 
as the sun sets, subject to suitably calm conditions their 
famous fleet of ‘Edwardians’ takes to the air. It is the only 
place in the world where you can see aircraft such as the 
1911 Avro Triplane and Bristol Boxkite replicas in the air, 
hopefully being joined by the Collection’s original 1910 
Blackburn and 1909 Bleriot XI. Now 110 years old, the 
latter is the world’s oldest airworthy flying aeroplane! 

Special LAA admission rates
Normal airshow admission on the day is £25 but we have 
arranged a special advance ticket price for LAA 
members of £14. LAA guests £20. Under 16s are 
admitted free. You can book this direct via the 

Shuttleworth website: https://tinyurl.com/y4xdpc7c or 
contact 01767 627927.

Fancy flying in?
LAA members will be offered the opportunity to fly in 
ahead of the display and can either depart via a 
mid-evening take-off-slot or if you wish, stay-over, 
camping beside your aircraft. We are also planning to 
have an ‘LAA Gazebo’ and evening refreshments in an 
LAA viewing area. LAA admission charges will apply for 
pilots and passengers as above – LAA members £14. 
Guests £20. There is no landing fee.

Airfield information is available at https://tinyurl.com/
yymuyjwx. 

All pilots use the aerodrome at their own risk and must 
PPR on 01767 627901. As slots are frequently booked 
out, please make sure you book promptly.

Fuel is available from self-service pumps and please 
note, Old Warden’s radio frequency is now 130.705 ■

Top Shuttleworth’s 
replica 1910 Bristol 
Boxkite was built for 
the film Those 
Magnificent Men in 
their Flying Machines 
and is the only 
example flying in  
the world. 
Photo: 
Airwolfhound. 

Above  It seems 
incredible that the 
DH88 Comet flew 
less than 25 years 
after the Bristol 
Boxkite. Come and 
see them both fly at 
Old Warden on  
20 July.

A great night out!
The ‘flying for fun’ Evening Airshow’, Shuttleworth Collection, 
Old Warden will take place on 20 July. Come on over – and 

camp with your aircraft. By Steve Slater 
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